Town of Jackman — Short Term Rental Ordinance

Section 1. Title
This Ordinance shall be referred to as the “Jackman Short Term Rental Ordinance”
Section 2. Purpose

The Town of Jackman recognizes the growing presence of short-term rental properties and their impact

on the availability of long-term housing, neighborhood character, and overall quality of life for residents.
The purpose of this ordinance is to establish a municipal review procedure and standards for short-term
rentals. These standards are intended to:

a. Establish clear guidelines and an application process to regulate Short Term Rentals;

Permit the Town to fairly and responsibly protect public health, safety, and welfare of occupants
of short-term rental and of the community.

c. Minimize any potential adverse effects of short-term rentals, including nuisance impacts, on the
current housing supply and residential neighborhoods.

d. Ensure that residential neighborhoods are not unduly impacted by the operation of short-term
residential rentals.

e. Support the goals of the Jackman Comprehensive Plan, including more affordable housing,
housing availability, and addressing the shortage of housing caused by out-of-town sales while
preserving the residential character of Jackman.

f.  Maintain housing affordability and availability for long-term residents.

g. Ensure fair competition among property owners and hospitality providers.

Section 3. Definitions

Owner: An individual person, persons, or an entity that is the owner of record of real property as
documented by deed or other document evidencing ownership recorded at the Somerset County
Registry of Deeds.

Short-Term Rental (STR): A dwelling unit or a portion thereof, other than a hotel/motel, B&B, Inn,
Boarding House, Accessory Dwelling Unit etc., that is rented by the owner or the owner’s agent for

transient occupancy.

Short-Term Residential Rental Guest Any person who rents, licenses, occupies or has the right to occupy

a short-term residential rental for transient occupancy.

Short-Term Residential Rental Permit: A permit for a short-term residential rental which occurs on an

owner-occupied or non-owner-occupied property.

Owner Occupied: The property owner resides on the property, rents a portion of the property, and is on

premises during the rental period.

Non-owner Occupied: The property owner does not reside on the property and/or is not on the

premises where the short-term residential rental guest is staying during the rental period.
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Section 4. Applicability

Any owner seeking to operate a short-term rental unit shall register with the unit with the town office.
The owner must register when the short-term rental will commence and shall renew the registration by
January 1 in each succeeding year. Short-term rental units will be capped at 3% of total dwellings units in
the town.

A short-term rental shall not be advertised, rented, or operated without first obtaining an approved
short-term rental permit.

Section 5. Application and Permit Fees

Cap: A maximum of 3% of the non-commercial dwelling units in the town of Jackman will be approved.
These applications will be approved on a first-come, first-served basis.

Application: A complete application form must be filed and approved with the town office prior to
January 1 annually, or before advertising, renting, or operating.

Taxes: No application shall be approved unless taxes on the property and of the property owner(s) are
current.

Permit Fees: An annual fee of $0.01 per thousand of building valuation or $250.00 (whichever is greater)
will be charged for each application.

Penalties for Non-Compliance: a. Operating an unpermitted short-term rental will result in a fine of

$25.00 per day after June 1. Repeated violations may result in permit revocation and disqualification
from future approval of application.

Section 6. Specific Application Requirements
The short-term residential rental permit application shall include the following information:

A. Location: The street address and tax map/lot number of the short term residential rental
dwelling/property.

B. Contact person/owner responsibility. The name of the owner(s) of the short-term residential
rental dwelling/property and contact information, including address, telephone number, and
email address. If someone other than the owner is acting as the local contact person, contact
information for that person shall also be provided. Regardless of who enters the short-term
residential rental agreement, or who may be designated as the owner’s contact person, the
property owner shall be responsible for compliance with all ordinances that may pertain to
short-term residential rentals.
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Section 7. Standards for Approval

General Requirements

A

D.

E.

F.

G.

Advertising. It shall be unlawful to advertise occupancy or use of a short-term residential rental
that has not been permitted. Permitted short-term residential rentals in good standing may
advertise beyond the expiration date of the permit.

Notice. The short-term residential rental permit holder must post within the short-term
residential rental a notice that identifies the short-term residential rental permit number, and
the name, phone number(s), and email address of the owner of the short-term residential
rental, or the owner’s local contact person. Such notice shall be posted in plain sight in the
interior of the short-term residential rental.

Local Contact Requirement: A local representative (property manager/emergency contact) must

be available 24/7 to address issues or emergencies at the rental property.
Life Safety. All short-term residential rentals shall comply with any applicable state fire safety
requirements for short-term residential rental use and be certified by the owner of the short-
term residential rental that they comply with the following minimum requirements:
1. Are properly identified with legal street number and in accordance with the town’s
street number requirements.
2. Shall have at least one appropriately sized working portable type A/B/C fire extinguisher
mounted in a prominent location within the short-term residential rental.
3. Smoke alarms in operating order shall be installed in the following locations:
i. In each bedroom.
ii. Outside each separate sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of the bedrooms.
iii. On each additional story of the dwelling, including basements and habitable
attics.
4. Carbon monoxide alarms. If a short-term residential rental has an attached garage or a
fuel-fired appliances, a carbon monoxide alarm in the operating order shall be installed.
5. Evacuation plans. All property owners are required to create an evacuation plan and post
in a visible location in the short-term residential rental property in case of emergency.
6. Egress. To the greatest extend possible, the structure shall conform to minimum egress
requirements, specifically Section R310, Emergency Escape and Rescue Openings, and
R311, Means of Egress, under the version of the International Residential Code (IRC) that
is current at the time of application.
Parking. Off-street parking shall be provided for short-term residential rentals guests and
property owner vehicles. Properties must provide a minimum of one off-street parking space per
bedroom available for rent.
Noise. The owner and guests must adhere to the standards of the State of Maine Disorderly
Conduct Statute. Title 17-A
Open Fires. All outdoor fires must conform to all relevant local, state, and federal regulations.
Permits must be obtained by short-term residential rental guests.
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Section 8. Decommissioning/ Revocation of Authorization

Complaints, Suspension, and Revocation of permit.

Permits for short-term residential rentals may be conditioned, suspended, or revoked per the following

process:

A.

Complaints concerning short-term residential rentals. The Town shall establish a maintain a log
of all complaints for each short-term residential rental received and substantiated by the Town.
All complaints regarding short-term residential rentals shall be brough to the attention of the
Town Manager through the completion and submission of a written complaint.

Suspension or revocation of permit. When, in the judgement of the Board of Selectmen, the
nature and/or number of substantiated complaints warrants further review of the short-term
residential rental permit, the Town Manager shall provide a report of the identified violations to
the Selectboard for its consideration. The Selectboard may conditional, suspend, or revoke a
short-term residential rental permit, following a public hearing, based on the owner’s
noncompliance with this ordinance, any applicable law, ordinance, or regulation, or short-term
rental permit certification, condition, or criteria.

Appeal. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Selectboard to suspend or revoke a short-
term residential rental permit may appeal the decision of the Selectboard to Superior Court,
pursuant to Maine Rule of Civil Procedure 80B, within 30 days of the Selectboard’s decision.

Section 9. Authority

Violation and penalties; enforcement

A.

In the event the owner or owner’s short-term residential rental guests violate this ordinance or
the terms and conditions of the permit, the Town, in addition to the suspension or revocation to
the then-current permit, may also prohibit the owner from obtaining a short-term residential
permit for the dwelling unit for up to thirty-six (36) months following the suspension or
revocation. After a suspension or revocation and any imposed prohibition period the owner may
submit a new short-term rental permit application.

Violations may also be subject to fines and penalties as determined by the Selectboard.

Failure or Refusal to obtain Short-Term Residential Rental Permit Prior to operating and/or
advertising shall be considered a violation of this ordinances and may be subject to fines and
penalties. Each day that a violation continues shall constitute a separate violation.

Any such fines or penalties may be in addition to any suspension or revocation imposed in
accordance with the provision of this ordinance. The town may institute or cause to be institutes
all actions, legal or equitable, that may be appropriate or necessary for the enforcement of the
provisions of this ordinance. The town may seek injunctive relief in addition to or instead of
fines/penalties. The town shall be entitled to recover its cost of enforcement, including its
reasonable attorneys’ fees.
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Section 10. Special Provisions

The selectboard reserves the right to place a cap and/or revise the cap on short-term rentals based on
housing availability research and studies.

The select board reserves the right to adjust the application fee on short-term rentals

Section 11. Effective Date and Duration
This Ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2026, upon enactment by the Town of Jackman annual
Town Meeting unless otherwise provided and shall remain in effect until it is amended or repealed.

Section 12. Enforcement Violations and Penalties
1. This Ordinance shall be enforced by the municipal officers or their designee. Violation of
this Ordinance shall be subject to the enforcement and penalty provisions of 30-A, M.R.S. §
4452, Enforcement of Land Use Laws and Ordinances.

Adopted by voters at the annual Town Meeting, Article XX, March 19, 2025

Selectboard Member

Selectboard Member

Selectboard Member

Selectboard Member

Selectboard Member

Attested:
Kera Powell, Town Clerk
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